FLTAs as Students

FLTAs as Language Teachers

All FLTAs are sponsored as J‐1 non‐degree students and
are required to enroll in at least two classes per semester.
Both undergraduate and graduate level coursework is
acceptable, however graduate level ins tu ons are re‐
quested to provide graduate level coursework. Graduate
ins tu ons unable to provide graduate level coursework
should contact IIE to discuss their constraints. Coursework
can be taken on an audit or credit basis.
IIE prepares the necessary documenta on to provide
FLTAs with their J‐1 status and monitors their stay to en‐
sure compliance with federal regula ons. The J‐1 Ex‐
change Visitor Program is administered by the U.S. De‐
partment of State and brings exchange visitors to the U.S.
for a variety of purposes. FLTAs who enter the U.S. in J‐1
status and who are financed by the U.S. government are
subject to the “Two‐Year Home Country Physical Presence
Requirement,” under which individuals must return to
their country of legal residence for a two year period be‐
fore they may apply for immigrant and work visas.

Schools wishing to host FLTAs are free to tailor the
program to meet their unique pedagogical needs.
FLTAs o en teach beginning and
intermediate
classes or oﬀer tutorial sessions to improve students’
language acquisi on. On many campuses, they serve
as directors of

Fulbright FLTA Program Funding
The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educa onal and
Cultural Aﬀairs (ECA) provides all Fulbright FLTA grant
recipients with Fulbright enrichment ac vi es and a
health benefit plan (www.usdos.sevencorners.com).

What is the FLTA Program?
The Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Pro‐
gram brings early career educators from around the
world to U.S. colleges and universi es to study and
to teach their na ve languages, assist in language
instruc on, and serve as cultural ambassadors on
campus. The FLTA Program includes teachers and
teachers in training from Europe, the Middle East,
Africa, North America, La n America and Central,
South and Southeast Asia.
We invite your ins tu on to become a host site.
Hos ng an FLTA is an excellent and economical way
to strengthen and expand your language department
oﬀerings. It is also an opportunity for your depart‐
ment to mentor a developing educator.
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language houses or language floors, oﬀering stu‐
dents uncommon access to target languages. Under
J‐1 visa regula ons, FLTAs can work up to 20 hours
per week.

FLTAs as Cultural Ambassadors
FLTAs add an energe c, up‐to‐date cultural compo‐
nent to foreign language classes, as well as to stu‐
dent life on U.S. campuses. FLTAs host language ta‐
bles, cooking sessions, cultural presenta ons and
other co‐curricular events, allowing U.S. students to
work with young na ve speakers in non‐tradi onal
se ng. This interac on makes studying a foreign
language more meaningful and real.

Become a Host Ins tu on

Fulbright FLTA Categories

Less Commonly Taught Languages (LCTL)
ECA also provides awards to LCTL Fulbright FLTAs which
may cover room, board, daily living expenses and/or
round‐trip interna onal travel.
*The Government of Brazil and the Fulbright Commission
of Brazil may also provide supplemental funds for
Portuguese Fulbright FLTA grant recipients.
LCTL – Northern Europe
Irish, Finnish and Dutch
Relevant Fulbright Commissions provide awards of round‐
trip interna onal travel, and may oﬀer significant supple‐
mental funds to cover housing, meals and other daily
living expenses.
Tradi onal Languages
French, German, Spanish and Italian
Relevant Fulbright Commissions provide awards of round‐
trip interna onal travel, and may oﬀer small
supplemental funds.

If your ins tu on is interested in hos ng one or more
FLTA(s), please visit our website for more informa on
on how to apply:
h ps://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/host‐ins tu ons/flta
‐thinking‐of‐applying

The Foreign Fulbright Program
U.S. Host Ins tu on Cost‐Share
All colleges and universi es reques ng a Fulbright
FLTA must provide tui on and fees waiver(s) for two
courses per semester or (one per quarter). When pos‐
sible, maximum cost‐share (i.e. a combina on of the
suggested awards below) should be included in appli‐
ca ons.
Less Commonly Taught Languages (LCTL) and LCTL
Northern Europe
IIE ac vely seeks cost‐share awards from host ins tu‐
ons reques ng assistance in a less commonly taught
language. Recommended awards include:

An in‐kind contribu on of free housing or meal
plan, OR

$400 ‐ $600 per month to be used towards hous‐
ing, food and other costs
Please note: IIE does not exclude ins tu ons interested
in LCTLs based on poten al cost‐share. Clarifica on on
budgetary constraints can be included in applica ons
to host.
Tradi onal Languages
Host ins tu ons reques ng assistance for tradi onal
languages should also include an award for the FLTA’s
program expenses. Acceptable awards include:

A financial award great enough to cover room,
board and daily living expenses OR

Free room and board and a monthly s pend
between $400‐$600
Ins tu ons interested in tradi onal languages, but
unable to provide the required cost‐share should con‐
tact IIE to discuss their constraints.
Note: Addi onal languages and par cipa ng countries are
added regularly. Please visit the following website for the
most recent list:

As the U.S. Government’s flagship interna onal ex‐
change ini a ve, the Fulbright Program supports edu‐
ca onal exchanges that strengthen understanding and
communica on between the U.S. and over 140 coun‐
tries. Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State, Bu‐
reau of Educa onal and Cultural Aﬀairs, more than
1,500 Foreign Fulbright Fellows enter U.S. academic
programs and ins tu ons of higher educa on each
year. The program oﬀers insight into U.S. society and
values to future leaders from around the world.

The Ins tute of Interna onal Educa on (IIE) is a pri‐
vate non‐profit ins tu on, founded in 1919, primarily
involved in research, publica on and administra on
in the field of interna onal educa onal exchange. IIE
established the Foreign
Language Teaching Assis‐
tant (FLTA) Program in 1968. IIE provides full adminis‐
tra ve support to all FLTAs on the program from its
headquarters in New York City. IIE serves host ins tu‐
ons in a number of ways. We will:


Match FLTAs according to host ins tu on needs
and preferences



Respond to host ins tu on queries in a mely
and professional manner



Handle all visa sponsorship issues and monitor
FLTA records in SEVIS



Monitor FLTA performance in collabora on with
the host ins tu on and intervene, when neces‐
sary



Clarify expecta ons and uncover misunderstand‐
ings
Provide ongoing support and advice



Please Contact IIE/FLTA Program Staﬀ
With Any Ques ons At:
Ins tute of Interna onal Educa on
Foreign Fulbright Program
809 United Na ons Plaza
New York, NY 10017
General Email: FLTAEvents@iie.org
Phone: 212‐984‐5406

Sponsored by the Bureau of
Educa onal and Cultural Aﬀairs
U.S. Department of State

